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                                                                               WAP Notice 0311-02
Issuance Date:  March 7, 2011
 Required Use of Attic Insulation Rulers 


Based on a DOE Monitoring visit conducted in January 2011we are now requiring the use of Attic Insulation Rulers in attics when insulating with blown in loose fill insulation.  It is important to verify that the attic is insulated to the level determined by the energy audit and to ensure that cost of the insulation charged to the program is verifiable.  In addition, the attic rulers will help ensure that the blown insulation is level throughout the attic.  

On January 10-14, 2011, DOE Project Officer David Ollett conducted an on-site monitoring assessment of Maryland’s Weatherization Assistance Program. During the exit interview and within the ensuing Report, a Concern was issued regarding attic insulation and its proper application. Of particular concern is whether the amount that was actually blown into the attic sufficient to meet the R-value requirement stated in the energy audit? Furthermore, is the installed amount equal to the amount that was invoiced? The DOE Project Officer observed that sometimes the finished product was very evenly distributed, other times significantly wavy. The ‘wavy’ applications were the problematic ones; considerably more difficult to quantify. The Project Officer’s suggested solution was installation of attic rulers.
Therefore, effective immediately, Maryland WAP is instituting required use of Attic Insulation Rulers, properly spaced in order to indicate that the minimum required amount of insulation has been installed throughout the appropriate area. We recommend installing at least six rulers for the average sized attic.
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